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BOISE, Id aho  — Ed ucat ion  o f f icials on  Thursd ay gave f inal ap p roval t o  a 
p lan  t hat  m akes Id aho  t he f ir st  st at e in  t he nat ion  t o  req uire h igh  
schoo l st ud en t s t o  t ake at  
least  t w o  cred it s on line t o  grad uat e, d esp it e heavy cr it icism  o f  t he p lan  
at  p ub lic hear ings t h is sum m er . 
The m easure is p ar t  o f  a sw eep ing ed ucat ion  overhaul t hat  in t rod uces 
t eacher  m er it  p ay and  p hases in  lap t op s f o r  every h igh  schoo l t eacher  
and  st ud en t . 
Prop onen t s say t he vir t ual classes w ill help  t he st at e save m oney and  
b et t er  p rep are st ud en t s f o r  co llege. But  op p onen t s claim  t hey'll rep lace 
t eachers w it h  com p ut ers 
and  sh if t  st at e t axp ayer  m oney t o  t he out -o f -st at e com p an ies t hat  w ill 
b e t ap p ed  t o  p rovid e t he on line cur r icu lum  and  lap t op s. 
The ru le w ill ap p ly t o  st ud en t s en t er ing t he 9t h  grad e in  f all 2012. It  
goes b ef o re Id aho  law m akers f o r  review  in  t he 2012 session , w h ich  
st ar t s in  January. 
The ed ucat ion  b oard  gave t he on line grad uat ion  req uirem ent  it s in it ial 
ap p roval in  Sep t em b er  af t er  heavy op p osit ion  w as vo iced  t h is sum m er  
at  p ub lic hear ings across 
Id aho . Trust ees co llect ed  m ore f eed b ack d ur ing a 21-d ay p ub lic 
com m ent  p er iod  last  m on t h . 
"A m ajo r it y o f  t he com m ent s f elt  t here should  no t  b e an  on line 
learn ing req uirem ent ," said  b oard  m em b er  Don  So lt m an  d ur ing t he 
m eet ing. 
Schoo ls nat ionw ide o f f er  vir t ual classes, b ut  just  t h ree st at es – Alab am a, 
Flo r id a and  Mich igan  – have ad op t ed  ru les since 2006 t o  req uire on line 
learn ing, accord ing t o  
t he In t ernat ional Associat ion  o f  K-12 On line Learn ing. The on line ru les 
var y f rom  st at e t o  st at e, b ut  Id aho  w ould  b e t he f ir st  t o  req uire t w o  
cred it s on line. 
The Id aho  Ed ucat ion  Associat ion  b last ed  t he d ecision  in  a st at em ent  
Thursd ay, saying t he b oard  "over ru led  t he w ishes o f  a m ajo r it y o f  
Id ahoans and  d isregard ed  
p aren t al cho ice" by m and at ing t he on line cred it s. 
To  on line learn ing ad vocat es, t he req uirem ent  seem s reasonab le. They 
say ch ild ren  need  t o  b e p rep ared  f o r  t he w or ld  t hat  aw ait s t hem  af t er  
h igh  schoo l. 



"There is st ill a live t eacher . It  m ay b e at  a d ist ance, b ut  t hat  t eacher  is 
st ill inst ruct ing and  in t eract ing w it h  t he st ud en t ," said  Susan  Pat r ick, 
p resid en t  o f  t he 
In t ernat ional Associat ion  f o r  K-12 On line Learn ing, a Wash ingt on-b ased  
nonp ro f it . 
Kend ra Wisenb aker , 28, is am ong t hose q uest ion ing t he Id aho  p lan . 
"The p oor  kid s are guinea p igs," said  Wisenb aker , an  elem ent ary schoo l 
t eacher  in  Mer id ian , t he st at e's largest  schoo l d ist r ict . 
Like m any o f  her  st ud en t s, Wisenb aker  is on  Faceb ook, and  she sp end s 
several hours a d ay on line. But  w hen  it  com es t o  req uir ing her  t ech -
savvy kid s t o  learn  in  a 
vir t ual classroom  once t hey en t er  h igh  schoo l, Wisenb aker  is am ong 
Id aho  t eachers w ho  aren 't  so  sure. 
"I am  a lit t le con f lict ed , I am . It  w on 't  w ork f o r  every kid , and  I t h ink 
req uir ing it  is a hor r ib le id ea," said  Wisenb aker , w ho  also  reasons t hat  
som e st ud en t s m ay t h r ive 
learn ing on line. "But  it  should n 't  b e an  op t ion  f o r  saving m oney," she 
said  d ur ing an  in t erview  w it h  The Associat ed  Press. 
In  Id aho , m em b ers o f  t he st at e Board  o f  Ed ucat ion  have said  m ost  o f  
t he op p osit ion  is d irect ed  at  new  ed ucat ion  law s as a w ho le – no t  just  
t he on line req uirem ent s. 
Nat ionw id e, st at e leg islat ures t ackled  ed ucat ion  p o licy t h is year  and  
t r iggered  p ro t est s f rom  t eachers over  p rop osed  changes t o  t heir  
co llect ive b argain ing r igh t s, and  
how  t hey are evaluat ed  and  p aid . But  Id aho  has m ad e som e o f  t he m ost  
sw eep ing changes, accord ing t o  ed ucat ion  exp er t s. 
The st at e is in t rod ucing t eacher  m er it  p ay, lim it ing un ion  b argain ing 
r igh t s and  sh if t ing m oney f rom  salar ies t ow ard  changes such  as m ore 
classroom  t echno logy, as 
p ar t  o f  t he changes b acked  b y p ub lic schoo ls ch ief  Tom  Luna and  t he 
governor . 
The overhaul has d raw n heavy cr it icism , includ ing f rom  ed ucat o rs. But  
t o  o t hers, Luna is changing a syst em  t hat  w as b ad ly b roken  and  t hey 
have com m end ed  h im  f o r  
rest ruct ur ing how  Id aho 's scarce ed ucat ion  d o llars are sp en t . 
A group  seeking t o  recall Luna over  t he ed ucat ion  changes f ailed  t o  
co llect  enough  vo t er  signat ures ear lier  t h is year , b ut  p aren t s and  
t eachers w ho  w an t  t o  over t urn  t he 
new  law s d id  m eet  a June d ead line t o  p ut  t h ree rep eal m easures on  t he 
Novem b er  2012 b allo t . 


